Temporal knowledge in the intelligent diagnosis of sleep apnea syndrome: a new approach.
This article describes the results of the application of a framework for handling temporal information--based on the causal temporal constraint network model--to a sleep apneas syndrome diagnostic system. This approach enables the temporal quantitative, qualitative and causal constraints between events (which can be points (instants) or intervals) to be represented and processed, ensures greater precision in the identification of diagnostic patterns, and introduces a method for handling inexact knowledge in sleep apneas syndrome diagnosis.